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Dear John,

I eppreciate your pest card, thought I'd let you
oonvalesce a while before answering and in the wmeantime
get some of my own work dons., I have been bullding up
a llbrary of reprints and even man&ged to sequre &
copy of "Between Pacific Tides™ which is qulite an ahcievement
in the State of Florida. The stadte llbrery refuses to
recognize California since there is ¢ompefition in the
sun tan and orange grove industry. Separates are great for
ldentification, but they are #ingularly lacking in natural
history and nake dull reading, somethlng about as lively
as & Betty Crocker's eook book.

A few days sgo 1 eonfirmed Ea's suSpicions about the
nefrarious activities of hermit erabs, The "clown of
the tidepoel" is & bastardl I ®atched one drag his stolen
Crown Goncthhell Melongena 8orona up te an unsuspesting
Fig Shell, Busycon Exrum, iatoh his claws inte the gastropod's
flesh and over & period of two hours, kill snd eject the
animal, In my aquarium the fun began: the hermit crab
gouldn t wake up his mind as %o which shell he liked best,
He was"popping back and forth fropm one shell to another
and kept it up all night long. He wés like & wman shopping for
a new palr of shoes, fussing and eomplaining for hours that
this shoe pinches a little, that one doesn't fit, or have the
right style, nor color, and finally deecides there's nothing
like his old pair., The stinker hermit craeb finally ended
up wearing his o0ld, but comfortable Crown Coneh,

While 1 was in Boston, Arthur Humes of Boston University
(a parasitic copepod fancier) hed invited me to c¢ollest specimens
for American bilologists on the Indian Ocean Expedition at
. Medgaggme oy, I visited Voods 4ple and furthern discussed
the pOSSiD"litLBS with John Ryther, director of the expedition,
and after all the fuss and fury had disiipated and nothing
more was said, I forgot about it until I received a lettsr
just the other day, asking if 1 was still interested. Apparantly
2ll the arrangements have been madse and there s a good chance
1'11 be leaving for Africa in November to work with Dr, Humese-
aometthg that I'm all excited about. If it weren!t for the
collecting 1 have to deo, I wish it were Novamber now .
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, Rather than ramble on and tell you all aboubt my
future plans, ambltions and struggling efforts, I
would like to know how well you are coming along, &and
if you're back into normal activity sgain. The weather
here has been pleasantly bearable with enough showers
to cool things off. If you'lvre up te it, mid September is
an icesl month for collecting.

fﬁgﬁindesﬁ regards to your charming wifé,

Bineerely,
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