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Deay ¥r. Stolubeck,

' I s owrvently writing a bock ca my expsrience as 3

Diol Lleal eonliccetor on the aoriheastern uif of Mexico,
Thi - &reéa 1s practizally virginal as-f#ar as investigcations

i geoloyy and oceenographye. The vlaesifizg of marine Life

13 Bris gestica has hardly been sapsadohed, and If it is soratched,
it's dbne by very secorectative, tight-lipped blology rrofessors
who can's bear ¢o suure their informaticn with anyone until
they ouvwme out it 4 worlh shuttering papea I ind this very
Tren afraviué, pariicuiarly when I spoke to'ona profes=or, &
taxonowist in iunvertebrate goolegy who told me his tims was
worth 2lx dollarcs an . hour, and even rhen he would not consider
we wince 7 was not a wewmber ¢f the wniverzity.

: ditvs cbtained excellent iratructiciic cn huw tc bo e
brisrese mang lots of jaz about collatersl, insurance and.
speciuen marizets from biologists-—- scue of it coxe a8 a
bit of & chookor to neghd¥ was wholly unexpeotede-- but o
one volunteored to give me any proecise Iinforwration as to
the szecie: of Lolothuriany £ findé hore, the varietie¢es cf ubiquitous
tunicate:n, or shat xind of tectibnranchs come In efporadically '
end dlzap >y i vast nuwaoorss, Ihese aninsls are not in
their field. Thoy are all specialists, Some could toll mo
at g"JAu loagthe wboue bhe biood chemlat~y of & lug wora,
or avboudt re nerve fnnecvaticn of a Hatfich, or aven taveworms
taken ouat ¢f a suark, but anything else is 0 nc consequernce,
\

T« stavned Bide Dook, L wanbted an overall sicbure
oy .ue Lerlne iil'e @«ad topopraphy of the northoastern Gulf
of eriico. I Law oot intended Lo write a3 uetailed a book
a8 kd Rickebtits DuTRBEN FaACTWLC TENXS. My bouk 1 Cinhitssed
0N rstinel enperientel »usn &8 workivye o sahrinp hheata, eaaine
f.».am..np, with the mMW® industry, aad collecting
beaches, H.L I mexlize now that there 1s s nmuch o
on this subjest, 1 gzathered more infcrmation on
of Tanw vnd vhce fama's relaiion to the tcpogra;
fishermen thwun I have from any litorature or disc
arfonilctoe This area 1s aocnt v 5 unexplored us
Cortes”., Although a number of tachnical pape_rs.t%
yaarly ‘they have tc to keoep on receiving grants
one single book coubining ali the knowledge and |
under one heading. It's all so scattered,



I started ccllege majoring in diclogy and found more
fun eollecting and 1 learned a lot more too. 1've Dbecn
outl ol school for itwo years, and in those two years 1
believe I know ore acout tie marine 1ife as an individual
o thean 1 gould nave piloked up in ten years of univarsity
. speclaligadione-~ for which I have eurned ro ones' love, all
the uulversity elique resent me. 1 steal knowledce! |
“Whem I finish this book, which wen't be tco far from
now, ity Uhinxking asriously of wrliting & beok aleong tne same
1lncs of BRIURELRL AJLFlG .1DEY, piving extensive detall to
thie murine life and iis eccleogy than amy prevent becok offers,
1l have an ldsa tnls will take me &t least ton ysars to write
becausie 1l'll have tuv dou most of theo Investigution and reading
uf whatever literatures is availsabls, myseif. But + vould
. &ppreciate any suxgesiion you wish to cffar, 2ha rortheastera
Guld 1s the last frontier of wildsrmess, gu.rded fromn tourlists,
neci lighta, wotels, nobby shoups, shcll, Julce stands and the
like. +ne roasun for tho lack of uglification is thut we
hwvs grookua sheriffs, apsed trans, sosasionial sulcliden with
wiexplained gun shot wounds, cracker Southerners with their
shagks, both ilegro and white gqually sorry, set ‘n their ways
and Yuey «ll hate outsidera., Even the Governor of Florida
has trisd to put up a eampel~n to welke thae netives polite
to touwrisue, but e ass Falled dismally,.

‘ .

Aund 1 woulan t change 1% for the world, X don'® want to
disturb the ecology. As * quote you froo the SEL CF CCRYBZ
out of cuntext, "it will bLloom with « Floridlan uglinaas,' it
ell these insanitary, unpleasant factcres were removec, 1f you
are e¢ver inclined to travel thnis way, 1 would be deligi ted te
snow you o par® of Ploriaa that hes not been comuerclslized.

_ 1 reall:‘ as & writer then you may not want t o teke the
tine cut to weite me a lenginy letier, but 1l -wculd appreciate
any lceas or eommente you can cffer mes I am rot moved op
Cinterested in the latest ravds of the pcpular authors, 1 only
read what 4 like ana natural'y youw. are what I like.

Eincerely,

Jack J. Rudleoe



