GULF SPECIMEN COMPANY
Panacea, Florida

March 19, 1965

Dear thn,ﬁ
The most delightful incident just occurred

and I hope it will.amusa you. Sinca'mg”arﬁ%q;qv

the stands, I

'1n‘Scienti§L;,Amerieaa,appsared‘

Anvi ,cn with some professors of the
«Geology Department‘in the 1ocal univarsity and

' inadvertantly you were brought into~the conversation

with a most unusuﬁl ‘review, ' ‘ o
- He&ring that 1 did not have a degree of any

~ sort, nor-do I intend to get me, one elderly man

of sciance was horrified and became very aggry.

He gal @ & would never amcunt to anything, gnd 1t

" was & terrible shame that I daidn’t get my degree

j and there WaS practically no cther Way to gﬂin

knowladgeo‘?-m

wﬁﬁﬂQhere WaEB ganenal discussi@n &hid some of |
hig companions saw my point. “While they said e

degree is Very;ﬁsqful,»phey,&dmitted that there

,are;thinkibg féﬁﬁléfiﬂfthisﬂwcrld that have schieved
& measure of-kuqqesé?without a formel plece of
_paparzstatihg that ﬁhgy h#ﬁ, 3uﬁ‘this professor
was«?§t'f9 bg%mdve&, aﬁdvalmost shrisked, "Just

name me oné.™ .



t'“JOhn,SteinEe&k,“'I offered.
”Oh yes,. I know Steinbeck, he scoffed, "

"he s the smark aleck that wrote that Ses- of Gortaz,Lc”
I didn t like it. Evaryone say's 1ts & good " o
/\book and reccommends 1t, but I didn t eare ror it

at all, Wh&t kind of charncter is this Stainbeck?

- He sounds like some kind of bum who leads an immor&l
flife, a bnon-dock aitter, an upstart, ‘someone with

& litfle knowledge of a lot of things and puts it

“&11 down on paper in a smart-aleck way,"” he Bpluttered
vehemtly. o 0
| He~rinteg and{ﬂkgéd’again§t ihis fellow

”':Stainbeck for abaut five minutes and tben asked,

—"“What ever happened to him.snyway? He’u probnbly
énd up on the boon décks . Eid he ever; publish
C;anymore?“ } o )
fﬁeg;”fIfrepliéd4Andf9£qrtédﬁcpuntiqg off'
2roﬁ~my fingara,7“6r£pééfof-Wﬁifh; 5;nﬁéry‘Rowg
Tortilla Flats, Men 4nd Hice....g |

"That Steinbeck!x Tha old geologist was sgakst,
- "ehy. I never connected the two./ But tg save face
becauss a1l his colleagues werevliugﬁingHat’him,
he saidx righteoualy, “Well, wasn't I right in
'describing his chlrtcter¢ Without even. knowing it,

I described sameone who laads this... this unstable,



unporfessional skistence of/a writer." He said _
writer“ a8 if it wers some blnspbemist, heretical

crexture; an Qutcast of sociaty nnd samething to

o miilions and whtt makes you thiﬁk that you can fight

yaur way up mn the ladder, pnrticularly m 1n
science on your own terms. 4

" * But enough. I hope you ﬁon t mind iy relating
" this little incldentk, but I was higbly amiused at
this Iittle man of acience's reaction to you.
“Just across the ﬁampus, students are sweatlng

over anaiysié of your writings in contemporary
Engllsh 1iterature courses.
) Incidenbly, 1 am coming up te Hew York in

the middle DfAApril aftef i finiah my French
o coursa and I. would like to see you. Hacmillian
has written me to letters about my Seil. Am. article,
thay want me to do L book on mathods of collecting
and_preserving maripa animala. Trouble is, Itve got
the outliﬁé v th snother publisher, Eatural History
Press, who has held anoth&r one of my manuscripts
for three mon ths before rejecting 1t. And my agent
is-h&ndling the whole,situation with her ususl

blundering incompetence.



