Kovember 24, 1964

¥r. Jonn Steinbeck
180 East 72nd Street
Hew York 22, Hew York

Degar John,

The weather in Flovida, regerdless of what the
Chamber of Commerce and Madison Avenue would have
you think, bas once sgain turned bitchy eold and
the mud flats are freszinz, I Just had the
unique ezperience of Eﬁjlﬁg to eca&teh a burrowing
BEE &namones Bunodaotis with ﬂumb, frost bltten
fingers and the beast was astually stronger than
I, You can imagine my shock whan the normally

asily uprooted 1iitle amim&l broke free from my
gresp and sucied down under the mud. Duck was
with me enyway, I blt a brechipod bed, animals much
in demand, and was &ble to atock plis several
hundrad.

Since I've returned to the sunny South, I've had

s rather enjoysble experience, tezching of &1l things,

Imst week I took several loeal collsge blology sbtudents
cub to the coast and gave them a lecture en collesting

and mud flat ecolegy, 1 was surprised how much + knew

and how mueh fun it was to tell it to someone e¢lse,

Kow 1f + can put some of my sea shore lore inte a ook

on methods of collecting #nd preserving merins animals,
I know I can meke & valusble contribution,

I'm working oen an outline for such & book on and wff,
how to ?%em@mize the &lﬂmluﬂ traila, or where to look
for the slappg guts¥ ancmone or how to get & fl&twcrm
of ' a proek withaut tearing it ﬁhi?@ﬂe If you rewmember,

I told you sbout my wmethod of chasing fl&%wewms into
plastic bags, There are some problems Itve yet to

solve, Opaghettli-like nemertesns, as you well know,

iike to bresk up into & hundred pleces &5 sopn &5 roun

spude them up. ©“ome are even more inconsiderate and wail
antil you start preserving them befere they vomlt

their probosis, The Mala&agy have a good teshnigus forp
getting sipunculelds that live in deep burrcws in the sand:
they poke & long wire down ﬁﬁa burrow untll they locate

the @nimal, dig straipght down and they've got hime



-

I think one of the best ways or portraying cclleeting
1s to use photogrsphs. I took the immense wealth 1
collected from Natural History magazine, $150 and

bought & second hand Nikkersx F. camera and am learning
the costly ert of photography. Put it looks like 4 3
have to ssll another article to buy film and eccessories.
In thig vecket the bast way to =2ell ls o have

showy pictures,

This year éldn t bring we an expedition, bubt I'm
still tryling. Suithsconian has offered me & positicn
as a specimen sorbter with an attractive salary, bub
that sort of puts an end to things down here &nd
Xam full of iad@ivislon about surrendering my indepencence.
How is thls Sea of Cortem televlsion thlng®R progressing
with €352 1%6 very much-like to ge, and thers is
& lot more colleciing that needs to be done in that
AVER ., %

El@use write =moon, 1 enjoy your 1&ttﬁFS and I
beven't heard from you in some tiume.

Sincarely,



