September 22, 1965

Dear John,

I have just made & magnificent and extravagant
gesture by turning down an excellent, “once in =
Lifetime™ job at Scripps Institution of Oceanography
at La Jolla. The work would have been buliding up
the invertebrate ccllesctions and gethering materials
for lab instruectors. Best of 8ll, they offered a
smashing salary of §7,500 per yesr. I think you are
the last person in the world thst I will heve to
explain why. The biological collector is z free wan
with & chance to think, to be independent. I work
like mad when the tides are right or when the
Jellyfish are running. Other timems there ars long
periods of insctivity end I have the tire to gslesp lats,
or to writes It is a life suited to my temperament
snd I enjoy 1t. That is reason enough.

The price of such a 1ife in financisal ruin, I
supprose. I have never besen able to wmaks any real
money &t collecting, but as the old, worn-oud
proverb says, "You cdn't have everything." &4
Ricketts learnsd to live with 1t, I zuess I can
toc,

Flease forgive the bother of mgm having my
aunt o8ll you. From your last letter, I thought
you would be out of the country, Irelaend perhsps,
and that I might miss you on my trip up North.
I¥ve been gso deeply involved in my work thst I havehndt
had time to write anyone, so abt this point the
phone is essential, I amwm in dssperste nsed of
1llustrations for my Collector's Handoook, -nd I want
to take you up on your offer to use the unpublished
prints and line druwinge from the gea of Cortez.

Your idea of using & polarid camera is an
excellent one, but I'm afruid not financially
préctical. The initial cecst of the camera,mxmx
close=up attachments and filmg, I flnd are astronimia i
and therefore out of the guestlione. As far as
sclentific and litersry grants go, 1 am anathems to the
people wha glve them oute I was highly amused at the

Guggenheim!'s dole system: they gdve plss pots full of money

to tedlous English wofessors to write blogruaphles and
analysis about Mark Twaln, Josech Conrad and  John
Steinbeck, and in reullty, thmssn i1f those authors snd
your self had epplied for & grant, they would have besn



told o go sit on & bloek of ice. The whole thing
1s a farce and I have given up cn them.

1 must face practicel mm matters., HRight now
I am fecirg a real problems I have a $200 order
for stony coral, Astrangis, but how do you expand
the polyps, Magnesium sulphate 1s great, they expend
beautifully until you pour formalin on them, then
alowly surely and irrevociably *hey withdraw inte
their limey skeletons and die. By any chance 4id
you and Ed every find any magic formula for relaxing
and killing them? Next to writing, Ithink pressrvﬁng
contractile invertebrates 1a the quickesi route to
ulcers,

I shall be in New York on October ©ond
arl hope you myg ca&n spare me an hour or iWoe
Pleasze W?iﬁa to me at: 318 EBast 1lth Street,
New York, 10003.

Sincerely,



