April 9th, 1963

dJohn Steinbeck
190 Bast 72nd Street
ﬁeW'Zbﬂk 21, Haw York

aear‘ﬁohn_3§einhsakz

lighted to get your letter and enjoyed 1%

- I Just returned from s three day aalleaﬁing
axpaditian on a shrimp boat with lots of experience

lots of desd specimens {that were meemt to be.slive, and
indigestion from turtle soup with s pinch of sea sicknetges
the weather was Pough and slormy. Heot wi%hatanﬁiag winor
annoyances, I enjoyed every bit of ny stay and I'nm fast
becoming an experienced shrimp fisherman's deck handr I

can operate the winoh, elesn and patoh m net, keep the SakE
beat on gourse and uwll ghrizmp ond head them a@mimefiieiently.
I've come.a long way since college! I 1like being with
shrlupers, tn@§ re the last of the aﬁfgngi ronk Ao
aanfammis enjoy listening %to their philasﬁphy on

WOmen, réligiun, superstltion and politles interspersed

with salecious stories, But I think I have heard everything
when one sbrimp sald to me accusingly, "You appeal to

man'o worse and most vain vice: you fsﬁd hig aurioﬁity

while we oumly feed Lis greedy guts.," I've been ?ﬂy

pugzle an answer to that singe, but I eam‘t, :w gat

we bugged. Is curlesity e vice? ;

~ But the trip was worth while even &hﬂugh i aamg baok
gort of grimy, stale and tired, I found a new dog i&ah»
shark, Mustelus porrisl never before recorded in S
ayrea which made a professor of icthyology very hnymﬁﬁ He
has now discovered and described the ocouraunce of M. porrisl
in the reglon of the §t, &aarﬁa Sound and &@alachea Bay e B
daken off a shrimp %rawier an Livered by the Gulf B@eaiman ﬁe.
an ien't ﬁkﬁt bel 0 :

Ybn’re right the great taxonoulsts are daaanﬁ and
helpful peorle, ﬁlis&hmtﬁ Delchmann of the Museunm of
Qomparative Zoology at Harvard has volunteered to identify

all the holothurlans I send her for. mgunatalsgua. 3ince
‘holothurians are hardly known in the Gulf, she agrees that

1 van be of great beneflt in aaaarihut¢ng o the field

g0 she sent me an extensive, hand %ypeﬁ key of the holothurians
I am likely %o £ind in this area, I a%rﬁ@ witigiou, there

are o few great people in the fleld and Rim Fay of ?aei£1¢~

Bio Marine is one of them, I understand he haoy o little
shack on the beach in Venles, California and has an active
intercet in merine animals other than selling them, Fay and

I agree on one mafr part of the collecting businesges we

enjoy ourselves, He holds B4 Ricketts in the highest ragarﬁ




8 I do, I wish I eould have knowm Ed, but I do k&aw
 hin 88 umillions do, through your writings.

- You mentioned you wish you could see Pansces, Florida,

Well, I ghall hold out a lure ag does my beat selling

itﬁm, the batiich, Lﬁ-,;fw, _-. ‘pegutns, The batfish has

a lure in the %ag of his he 1 when he sees & cholce
ghrinp, ue pusheg this wmxmm&ik& lure out like a plston,
;wﬁggisa it eppealingly and the gullible shrimp sustones )
at the lure aud our daifish junps uvp with his powerful
fiipperelike fins and hag shrimp for dlmner, We have 3@3@
had sur house bullt and I kave s spare ghesd yoon widon

looks out on Dickson Bay, surrounded by-ﬁali, green pine -

trecs and cool breezeg., I have large tanis to keep ﬁarin& ;
fish and invertebrates and a boat Yo ksep the aquarls stocked,
$~awf*ﬁr-§saeral knowiedie of the beaches, channels, -

off shore reefs ond islands and the natural aaﬁuaries. I'n
on good terms with shrimpers, millet fighermen, snapper
fishermen, crabbers and town losfers all aiamg this ga#tian
of the eosst, o it might pronise Yo be an intoresting
vaocation: fmr you, X figured 1t would be better to enclose
o wep of where Panncea 1o becsusc whon I beglu to iell
anyane of its loecatlion, I becoms discouraged, 4As 2 matter
of faet, I tovk me five yeanrs to be able to £4inad it by -

car when I studied in Tallshassee, Pansees %o me is &
Panacea, but 8 hoyror to ihe &amriﬁﬁ I%'s o 1ittle atring
of glores, urab rleking plants ayst@r shuckers and a fish
haua@, ﬂnd &n the- %1&&1@ sits éulf Specimen @am@&ny.

.

By %he wmyun_many thanks for tue compliment ﬁﬁ th& :
letter hesd. You're the first one to comment on it aud
that makes me feel so good, JAdctually I put a hammarﬁﬁaﬁ
sherk on because I can never get enough of them and  there
are %e; magg royay eels 1n this area and I ¢ gat any
gkl for them, =

The best ﬁaaeriytian X aaﬁ‘gﬁva of the Guil af ﬁexiaa
ig to aampare it to the great plaing of the middle west,
submﬁrgea The noptheastern portlon of the Gulf ( Eloﬁiéa
. Bay) e a £lat shelf which extonds out ints the Guif for
& faw miles, it is seldom move than twenty meterse deep,
and more freguently not over three meters, Then the Mﬁﬁl&
gradunlly slopes off ¥ #irelatively £lat sandy botton
Bot over Lifty mgﬁars deep wntil whst the fishermen call
- ®ihe widdle ground" leg resched, The niddle ground resembles
the rolling hills of Ohle, rising s fellilng, depth ranging
enywhere from %Yen to two huaﬁrad neters, These boral and -
linegtone hills sre roughly a hundred miles long, £ifty mlles
fron shore, and aftor that is the great basin, Which is
vory deep, Lhis deseription is not very sstisfactory, I
knww, but you should see the unsatisfactory litersture on ’
&% Ehs figharmemﬁare fﬁr more ecnai&ﬁg The ahmllaw, @xteﬂﬁius




chelf reglon, which we ﬁffeﬁticnaﬁ@}y call the bath tub,
partleulerly in the summer when it's warn ard soupy, is
§eprunior vollecting grounds, This shelf 48 coversd with
- five feet or lesg of sand, mud and saragassum weed and -
,un@er that 18 solid limestone, DBut the seopets of the
' ?a are yel to be discoversd., Unlike the Atlantic we
- den*t heve vough, smashing waves that uproods marineé life
 and goatters 4% w&ﬁa&y‘a?ﬂﬁ the goasle, but rather a ocalm,
- £lat, warm pocl where marine erantures 1&?3 in vast _
' mﬁmh i

g | ' R
&@giﬂ Yy, thanks for your eamcouraging letter, ZFlease
write when you get time and when some af ths premﬁuga , -
hap eaped off,

Sinceralj;

g ) :)4‘ A ‘ i_,g_,;:«j /{JI'J\-«
-~ dack Rudlos




